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PLEA FOR ART IN THE SCHOOL-ROOM 

In England, in 1883, under the leadership of John Ruskin, origi- 
nated a most important educational movement, destined to have a 
great and far-reaching influence. It has extended to this country, 
where it is being enthusiastically 
taken up by our intelligent, cultured 
citizens. I refer to the placing of 
beauty as an essential factor in our 
public schools, or the democracy of 
art, the ennobling of daily and 
common work, which will one day 
put hope and pleasure in the place 
of fear and pain, as the forces which 
move men to labor and keep the 
world moving. 

All art is altruistic — a sharing 
of good with others, and thus be- 
longs to the limitless public. The 
pleasure to be derived from study- 
ing those things which are the 
expressions of the best thought of 
the nations should be within the 
reach of earth's poorest child. 
This is rapidly becoming possible 
through the great interest these 
days in placing of good things on 
the walls of our school buildings. 

Children are molded uncon- 
sciously by their surroundings, even 
as they are molded consciously by 
their discipline. The movement 
to bring good art into the schools, 
surrounding the children with 
beautiful pictures and statuary set 
off by soft-tinted walls and ceil- 
ings, while adding another educational element by quickening and 
purifying the taste, in no way encroaches upon school hours or 
interferes with regular school work. 

A noted educator has said, '*It is just as important to place good 
pictures and frescoes upon the wall for our children as to place good 
books under their eyes." Let us then unfold the whole nature of the 
child, and not a part of it; and this process to be natural needs wise 
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TECO POTTERY 

Suggestion for School Decoration 
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guidance. An interest in all that is beautiful must be sown, not 
planted. In this busy world there is much fitting of our youth for 
the work of life without furnishing ideals for the pleasures, with the 
result of many comparatively joyless lives, lacking charm and interest. 
Schools should help to form the habit of looking for beauty, to 
furnish ideals, and to offer experience of contact with refinement. 
There is vastly more than the single idea of beauty in this art move- 
ment. Through a picture-study the geography, history, and literature 




COLORED ETCHING 
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Available for School Use 



may be so vitalized that those not fortunate enough to have the oppor- 
tunity of actual travel can nevertheless become absolutely familiar 
with earth's wonderful distributions, the great work and deeds of the 
past, and the noted men and women of the world. 

Such study develops not only high ideals, but the desire to be 
ourselves creators, and thus through attempts at drawing and con- 
struction language is made visible and number is concreted. If we 
are to have more beautiful architecture, more refined interiors, furni- 
ture better suited to its purpose, there must be first created a general 
public appreciation and demand for such things. This can be done 
largely by reaching those who are in a formative condition; namely, 
the public-school children. 
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BRUSH AND PENCIL 



As the object of this movement h'es deeper than simply the beau- 
tifying of environment, but deals with the development of human 
minds and souls, what to place before the children is a serious 
question, and should be most carefully weighed by most competent 
persons. A poor or commonplace picture should be as studiously 
avoided as ungrammatical language. The influence of a good picture 
is like the kind word fitly spoken — it can never die, it is enduring. 

Robert Browning says, "We love first when we see them painted. 
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things we have passed a hundred times nor cared to see." By such 
means often are our little people led to a just appreciation of the 
beauty in every-day things, even as Millet has led us through his 
peasants to a fuller realization of the dignity of labor. 

Too great care cannot be taken to avoid confusion in selection. 
Much better to have a few genuinely good things which the children 
feel are paiticularly worth knowing and having than to make a greater 
showing by number, for our little friends soon become expert art 
critics. 

A group of interested youngsters, intent one day upon a fairly 
good sheep picture, were discussing the probable artist, when one of 
the number peremptorily decided the matter by saying, **0f course 




THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

By Murillo 

Louvre, Paris — Suitable for Schools 




THE SISTINE MADONNA 

By Raphael 
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that's not Rosa Bonheur's painting; don't you see — those sheep can't 
walk!" Thus at once reaching the heart of real merit. 

Possession and supply always come when there is a sufficiently 
earnest demand. Spend for good masters and leave them to charm 
and develop the children. 

Mrs. Antoinnette Ward Miller, 
Supervisor of Drawing in Public Schools, Chicago. 




ELY CATHEDRAL 

By Alvin Langdon Coburn 

A Suggestion in Artistic Photography 



